
Cold Weather for Community Cats

Montana winters can be harsh, but the following tips
can help you keep feral and community cats warm and

well-fed during the colder months.

For more tips and information on how to care for feral and community cats,
please reach out to our Animal Services Manager at: Kaxline@lchsmontana.org

or 406-442-1660

   Provide extra food and water to help cats stay warm
Be sure to provide food and water daily and don't let it freeze. Extra
portions provide the cats with the extra energy needed to stay warm.

   Prevent food and water from freezing by:
      - Serving wet food in plastic containers.  Dry food is a good option
because it doesn't freeze.
      - Warming up canned food and water before serving or utilize heated
electric bowls.
      - Using deep bowls.  Place bowls in sunny areas to help keep water from
freezing.
      - Raising food and water bowls off the ground.

   keep outdoor shelters well-insulated.
Larger cat shelters do not hold heat as well as smaller shelters.  An ideal
shelter is two feet by three feet and 18 inches high, and can ideally provide
shelter for three to five cats (depending on the cat's size).  Use straw to
insulate all cat shelters and keep shelters off the ground to keep them
dry.  Be sure to dig out entrances if snowfall occurs.  

   Check your car before driving.
 A car can provide warmth to cold kitties, but cats can be injured if a car is
started while a cat is curled up near the engine or wheels.  Check your
engine by knocking on the hood and look at wheel wells before starting
your car in cold weather.


